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EDITOR'S

PREFACE.

the

publication of the "Cyclopedia of New South Wales" derives its origin, as well as much of
its interest, from the fact that hitherto there has been no attempt made to weld together, in
chronological order, an historical account of the crude elements of our early days with the
advanced conditions of the present. It is not so much, in fact, a history of the colony, which,
after all, would of necessity be but little more than a mere recapitulation of well-published data; but it
is a concise narrative of the rise and progress of every phase of Antipodean life in this State—official,
political, commercial and social—and as such it stands alone in its scope.
It was felt by the promoters that the longer the opportunity was delayed of taking a general
survey, from the commencement of British rule in Australia, of the material development and
resources of the country the greater the difficulties to encounter. They have therefore endeavoured within
a comparatively short period to gather together essential material and preserve it from that oblivion which
sooner or later overtakes particulars mainly entombed in the imperfect journalistic records of a century
or so ago. In the prosecution of their labours the publishers have received assistance from the last and
the present Government, and they desire to also acknowledge their obligations to the heads of the various
official departments, who have helped them to collect materials not readily accessible; also to the
Government Statistician and the Government Printer.
Some compression of this varied and valuable epitome having been found necessary in conformity
with the prescribed bulk and compass of the book, this work was performed under official direction;
it will be found that no information of general importance has been sacrificed to the necessities of
abbreviation,
For easy reference a convenient system of classification has been pursued throughout, which should
prove of advantage to the reader ; and accompanying each section, in due order, are given short biographical
notices of those amongst us most prominently connected with the subject matter of the article.
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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE STATE.
H E history of Australia—its discovery, its appro- Sydney Cove, surrounded by the whole of his company,
priation, settlement and development by the bond as well as free, he gave utterance to the following
British race, partakes of the nature of a great words: " We are here to take possession of this fifth
romance. As the years roll by, the absorbing division of the globe on behalf of the British people,
and to found a state
story of its rescue from
which we hope will
the oblivion of the past,
!
r
~
not only occupy and
and the travail and
.
rule this great country,
birth of the new great
. .,
. ''.,
but will also be the
nation destined to oc' . ..
...
. ;.
patroness of the entire
cupy its vast territory
Southern Hemisphere.
in the ages to come,
How grand is the proswill command an everpect before the youthi n c r e a s i n g interest
ful nation." But notwith each successive
withstanding Phillip's
generation of civilised
prognostication,
so
man. More especially
hopeful and, as after
will the story prove an
events proved, so acinspiration to the imcurate, there was little
agination of the sons
reason in those days
and daughters of Austo warrant the belief
tralia of each successthat from so small and
ive generation. T o
unsatisfactory a beginthem it will be a
ning, a century later
genuine source of pride
six comprehensive and
and glory, that not in
complex systems of
the clash of arms, nor
governments would be
in the outpourings of
in existence, with one
the precious life blood
supreme power federof contending armies
ating the whole — a
was the genesis of the
power fashioned somegreat Commonwealth
what on the model of
of the South accomthe United States of
plished ; but by the
America, controlling
resolute, persistent and
the destinies of six
heroic efforts of brave
virile States and ocmen of our own race,
cupying the whole of
who, turning t h e i r
the great island conbacks on the comforts
tinent, only
then
of civilised life, entered
awakened from the
the silence and solitude
sleep of ages.
of the great Southland,
and planted, the seed
of a new nation. The
" Terra Australis
fathers of Australian
Incognita."
civilisation laboured
for something far greatUp to the comer than they had any
m e n c e m e n t of the
real conception of at
seventeenth century,
the time. True, the
the civilised nations of
heroic Phillip seemed
CAPTAIN
COOKthe world were in
to have had a vision
absolute ignorance of
of the coming glory,
the existence of any
when on that memorextensive territory to
able January afternoon in the year 1788, on the side of the wooded hill the south of the great East Indian Archipelago. True,
which sloped down to the shores of the peaceful waters there were surmises. Even ancient classical writers
at the head of the little inlet of the majestic harbour so gave indefinite hints that away to the south there
recently discovered, and which he had just named existed a strange land which, in imagination, they filled
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employed in the last - mentioned
school as assistant, he was associated with Mr, J. C. Maynard,
who for a few years was headmaster of that: school. In January,
1871, he was appointed Teacher of
the Bur wood school.
Here he
remained nine-and-a-half years.
Upon the opening of the school in
1871, the total enrolment of children only amounted to 67; when he
left in June, 1880, it had reached
530.
In presenting a testimonial
and a purse of sovereigns to Mr.
McCredie, upon the occasion of his
departure from Burwood, on behalf
of the residents and parents of the
scholars, the late Professor Smith,
President of the Council of Education, bore record to the remarkable
progress made by the Burwood
school under Mr. McCredie's headmastership. He pointed out that
the augmentation of attendance at
the school, was not alone the increase of population in the suburb,
but was in a large measure owing to
the number of children who came
to the school from Sydney, and from
stations along the line as far as
Parramatta, Blacktown, Rooty Hill,
and even Picton. In July, 1880,
Mr. McCredie was appointed Inspector of Schools at Yass, where he

was promoted to the position of
Deputy-Chief Inspector. Upon the
retirement of Mr. Maynard, in
October, 1903, from the office of
Under Secretary, and the consequent
promotion of Mr. Frederick Bridges,
Chief Inspector, to administer that
position Mr. McCredie was selected
as Mr. Bridges' successor.
DR. R O B E R T
NEWTON
M O R R I S , B.A., LL.D., Chief
Examiner, Department of Public
Instruction, was born at Jamberoo,

DR. R.

MR. JAMES

Sydney,
MCCREDIE.

remained nearly two years, and in
May, 1882, he was promoted to the
office of District Inspector, and was
appointed to Grafton. In January,
1888, he was removed to the
Bathurst district, where he remained
until 1901. In May of that year he

a grammar school there. In 1881
he was appointed by the late Sir John
Robertson, the first Minister of Public
Instruction, an inspector of schools.
From 1885 to 1890 he acted as
inspector in the metropolitan district,
and in the latter year received the
position of examiner. From 1896 to
1901 he also performed the duties of
superintendent of technical education.
In 1884 n e obtained the degree of
Bachelor of Laws, gaining the
Fawcet prize of £50, and in 1886
was made Doctor of Laws.
MR. JAMES SVEN WIGRAM,
J.P., Architect to the Department of
Public Instruction, was born in
London, and was educated principally in Warwick, and completed at
Hart's Training Academy and the
North London Collegiate School.
He was articled to a leading firm of
engineers in London. After serving
about two years he decided to accompany his father to Australia. Arriving
in Sydney in 1858 he, with his father,
was engaged in several mining enterprises in the western district of New
South Wales. He then took up
building and contracting, and for
some years was a member of a firm
of contractors who carried on extensive building operations in the

J. Hubert Newman.

J. Hubert Newman.
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N.

Sydney*
MORRIS.

New South Wales in 1844. His
education was commenced at Illawarra House Academy, Kiama,
under the late Mr. J. D. Hustler.
For four or five years he was engaged
in business pursuits, continuing
meanwhile his studies privately, until
he entered Camden College. While
there he matriculated at the Sydney
University. During his course there
he held three scholarships and graduated in 1869 in the three schools of
classics, mathematics and science,
being placed first in the first class in
each school, and winning the gold
medal for science. For some years
he was in the Congregational ministry, and occupied for two years the
post of principal of Camden College.
After the death of Professor Thomson
he was requested by the Senate of
the University to carry on his work
till the arrival of Professor Liversidge.
He subsequently purchased the
Yass Grammar School, and later,
at the request of a number of
people of Goulburn, he established

J. Hubert Newman.

Sydney,

MR. J. S. WIGRAM.

northern districts of the colony. He
subsequently obtained an appointment as a draughtsman in the office
of Mr. G. Allen Mansfield, Architect
for Public Schools under the. Council
of Education, and in course of time
was entrusted with the control of this
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RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYSThe railway system of New South Wales consists
of three distinct divisions—the Southern, the Western,
and the Northern. The southern main line is the
most important of the railway lines in the State, as it
not only passes through the richest districts in the
country, but places Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide
in direct communication. The connecting branch lines
are from Junee to Hay, Junee to Finley, Culcairn to
Corowa, Culcairn to Germanton, The Rock to Lockhart, Cootamundra to Wyalong, Cootamundra to
Tumut, Murrumburrah to Blayney—connecting the
southern and western systems,—Murrumburrah to
Grenfell, Goulburn to Cooma, Goulburn to Crookwell,
and Campbelltown to Camden. The western system

was appointed to report on the possibilities of a line
between Sydney and Goulburn which it was estimated
would yield a net profit of £60,000, or 8 per cent, upon
a required capital of £60,000. I t was not, however,
until January 27, 1848, that the committee appointed
for the purpose, brought up a report showing that preliminary surveys had been made for lines from Sydney
to Goulburn, Windsor and Penrith, including three
separate routes between Sydney and Bong Bong, near
Moss Vale. Nearly eight months afterwards, on September 11, 1848, a number of gentlemen assembled
at the Gas Company's office, Commodore Lamb in the
chair, and formed themselves into the Australian and
Southern and Western Railway Company, Mr. (after-

TURNING THE FIRST SOD

throws out branches from Blacktown to Richmond,
from Wallerawang to Mudgee, from Orange to Condobolin, from Orange to Forbes, from Dubbo to Coonamble, from Nevertire to Warren, from Nyngan to
Cobar, and from Byrock to Brewarrina. The northern
system originally commenced at Newcastle, but a
connecting line 'between Strathfield and Hamilton
makes Sydney the head of the whole of the railway
systems of the State. Maitland to Morpeth Werris
Creek to Inverell, Werris Creek to Cryon, and Tarnworth to Manilla complete the connections of this
system.
The first attempt to introduce into New South
Wales the advantages of railway communication was
in 1846, when on August 26 of that year a committee

wards Sir) Charles Cowper, M.C., was appointed chairman of the committee, and a deputation, consisting
of Messrs. Cowper, Walker, Lamb, Mansfield, Holt, and
Icely were named to wait upon the Governor to see
what support the Government would be disposed to
give the undertaking. The object of the company was
the construction of railways to Parramatta and Liverpool, with possible extensions, in course of time, to
Bathurst and Goulburn. In 1849 the City Railway
Bill was laid before the Council, and referred to a
select committee, of which Commodore Lamb was the
chairman. Evidence was taken for the projection of
lines to Parramatta and Liverpool, with the result
that the Sydney Railway Company was formed under
the Act assented to October 10, 1849, with a capital
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charge, Mr. Neale was appointed
First Clerk, which position he held

J.

Hubert

Newman.

prepare plans and estimates for the
quadrupling of the railway line between Redfern and Homebush. Upon the appointment of three commissioners to take control of the
railways of New South Wales the
late Mr. Eddy, in 1899, selected Mr.
Cowdery for his present position.
He has sole charge of the permanent
way and buildings, Tramway Department. Mr. Cowdery is an associate
member of the Institute of Civil

S\tt:icy.

MR. C. A. NEALE.

until June, 1887, when he was
appointed Chief Clerk.
MR. GEORGE ROBERT COWDERY, A.M. Inst. C.E., Engineer
of Permanent Way Branch, Government Tramways of New South
J. Hubert Newman.
Sydney.
Wales, is a son of Mr. George CowM R . G. R. COWDERY.
dery, who for ten years filled the
position of Engineer-in-Chief for
Existing Lines. He was born near Engineers, London. He is also a
Campbelltown, in i860, and was member of the Royal Society of New
educated at several public schools, South Wales.
and afterwards at the Sydney Grammar School. In 1876 he entered the
MR. W I L L I A M E L S T O N ,
locomotive shops at Redfern as a Superintendent of the Carriage and
cadet, and served at the mechanical Waggon Construction Shops of the
work two years. In 1879 he entered New South Wales Government
the drawing office, under Mr. Mason, Railways, is a native of Bristol,
Engineer for Existing Lines, where England, and was educated at one
he remained four years. He was of the primary schools of his native
then sent to Bathurst to assist the city. When fourteen years of age
engineer in charge of that division, he was apprenticed for seven years
continuing there three years. Dur- to the trade of carriage-building at
ing the last twelve months of this one of the leading firms of coachterm of service Mr. Cowdery filled builders in Bristol. Upon complethe position of Acting-Divisional tion of apprenticeship he proceeded
Engineer in consequence of the pro- to London, and was employed as
motion of the officer in charge. In carriage-builder. Leaving London,
1885 he was removed to Blacktown he journeyed to America, where he
and placed in charge, as Resident was employed in one of the American
engineer, of the duplication of the railways (Long Island railway). He
railway line between Parramatta and returned to Bristol and commenced
Penrith. Upon the completion of business as coach-builder with a
this work he was appointed Acting- partner; afterwards obtained an
Divisional Engineer, and was en- appointment in service of the Bristol
trusted with the charge of several Waggon Company, then holding
divisions in succession, until he was heavy contracts for the supply of
called to the head office in order to coaches for railways in Spain and
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in China. Obtaining a better offer,
he transferred his service to a large
firm at Gloucester, who were then
constructing a large number of upto-date railway carnages for several
British railways. After two years
of service here, he entered the shops
of the Great Northern Railway
Company at Doncaster, where he
remained until he was induced to
accept an appointment in the Ashbury Railway Car and Waggon
Works at Manchester. He subsequently obtained a good appointment with the Midland Railway
Company, and was with that corporation at the opening of their new
workshops at Derby.
Here he
remained over eleven years, the last
four-and-a-half of which he occupied
the position of foreman of the
carriage shop. In 1888 Mr. Elston
was induced to proceed to Victoria,
where he obtained an appointment
with the Metropolitan Tramway
Company, Melbourne. For a few
months subsequently he was employed at carriage-building at Bendigo, leaving there in 1889 to take

J. Hubert Newman,

Sydney.

MR. W. ELSTON.

up his present position. Mr Elston
altogether has had over thirty years1
experience in the work of railway
carriage and waggon construction,
consequently he is eminently fitted
for the position he holds. He has
passed through some of the largest
and best appointed shops in the old
land, and is familiar with the work
done and methods observed in
similar establishments in other Australian States. The New South
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. . Ecclesiastical . .
Church of England.
is the scheme for the formation of a convict settlement
at Botany Bay, the Home Government had given but
little thought to religion. This was clearly evidenced
by the fact that in the arrangements, no place was
assigned to any religious teacher, and persistent effort
was necessary to secure the appointment of a chaplain.
When, finally, consent was given, his letter of appointment made him subject to the control of the Governor
and his officials, " a s in the discipline of war."
Nothing in the history of the time shows more painfully
the religious indifference in England than such conduct
in 1787. It is said that ' ' when the case was brought
under the notice of the Minister of the Crown, he laughed
at the idea of the conversion of such desperate characters, and the amount required was regarded as a useless
expenditure of funds."
Mr. William Wilberforce, who had interested himself
on behalf of the convicts, was entrusted with the task ot
finding a chaplain, qualified and willing to accept the
position. With the help of members of the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel, he finally secured
the Rev. Richard Johnson. His appointment as chaplain was conveyed to him in the following letter :—
" FIRST CHAPLAIN'S COMMISSION.
" GEORGE R.

" George the Third, &c. —To our trusty and wellbeloved Richard Johnson, Greeting—
*' We do, by these presents, constitute and appoint
you to be chaplain to the settlement within our territory, called New South Wales. You are, therefore,
carefully and diligently to discharge the duty of chaplain
by doing all and all manner of things thereto belonging ;
and you are to observe and follow such orders and directions from time to time as you shall receive from our
Governor of our said territory for the time being, or any
other your superior officers, according to the rules and
discipline of war.
" Given at our Court at St. James', the 24th day of
October, 1786, in the 26th year of our reign.
' By His Majesty's command,
"

SYDNEY'

The records contain meagre information regarding
the chaplain's work on the voyage. A silence so significant suggests that few opportunities were afforded him
of reaching those who were henceforth to be under his
spiritual oversight. Arriving at their destination, no
place was made for him, and his office received scant
recognition in the busy months after landing. At the
first ceremony there was no sound of praise, or prayer,
or thanksgiving for a remarkably prosperous voyage.
Four years after landing no place had been set apart
for worship ; and, in writing to the Governor, he said :

" We have been here now above four years, and the
first time we had service at Port Jackson I found things
much more comfortable for myself and for the congregation than I did last Sunday.'' His choice of places
was limited to the shade of the giant gum trees, or an 0 d
boat-house, whose sides and ends were quite open, and
which he declared '' was not fit or safe for a stable or a
cow-house."
Governor Phillip, however, does not
appear to have been indifferent to the religious exercises
of the convicts, for on November 9th, 1791, he published
the official order : '' Every person will regularly attend
public worship, which will begin at 10'oclock on Sunday
morning." The commissary was directed to stop 2 lbs.
meat from every overseer, and 1½ lbs. from every convict
who did not attend divine service, unless prevented by
illness or some other sufficient cause. The records are
silent as to the manner in which this order was enforced.
After waiting for five years without securing help,
and despairing of gaining any assistance from the Government, Mr. Johnson decided to take the matter of
church-building into his own hands, which he did in 1793,
The design was modest. However ambitious his desire,
his means were limited, and a church, built of posts,
wattle, and mud-plaster, covered with bark, constituted
the first building for worship. The spot chosen was on
a rise to the eastward of the head of Sydney Cove, and
about 300 worshippers could be accommodated inside
the building. The total cost was set down at £67 12s. 6d.
of which £7 14s. was paid in spirits, pork, tobacco, &c,
the remainder in dollars ; which after some delay was
refunded by the Government.
On the 1st of October, 1798, Mr. Johnson's church
was destroyed by fire, generally believed to have been
the work of an incendiary. In reporting the matter to
the Home Government, Governor Hunter informed them
that he had laid the foundation stone of a larger church,
on the opposite side of the cove; while this, and a church,
which had been commenced at Parramatta, were in process of completion, a spacious storehouse, with suitable
fittings, was set apart for divine service. A Government order, of July 23rd, 1802, directed that the
churches, now building at Sydney and Parramatta, be respectively named " S t . Phillip " and "St*. John."
The condition of the children growing up in ignorance, and surrounded by the most debasing influences,
prompted the chaplain to provide some means of instruction for them. Weary of waiting for a reply from
the Government he turned to the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and received a grant of £10
per year for two teachers, his '' wattle and daub ''
church being used as a school-room.
The arrival of the Rev. Samuel Marsden in the
month of March, 1794, greatly relieved the anxiety of
the chaplain. " On the first Sunday after landing, he
preached to the military in the barracks in the
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tendon at the instance of our subject.
When he entered ^ the council it is
said that they were' in a deplorable
state ; but, on his retirement, they
bore testimony to the untiring efforts

MR. M, J. CONLON.

of Mr, Conlon. In parliamentary
matters he takes a great interest, in
1887 contesting the Glebe electorate
in the interest of Protection, which
he has twice done, but has been defeated on each occasion ; on one
occasion, only by fourteen votes. He is
very philanthropical and charitable:
his benefactions are both numerous
and far-reaching, and, where it is
possible, he avoids publicity in these
matters. Mr. Conlon has been a
resident of the Glebe for twenty-nine
years. In the year 1865 he married
the daughter of the late Samuel Hyde
Alleyn, and has had four sons and
nine daughters, of whom three
daughters only are alive.
MR. CORNELIUS GORTON is
a name well known and highly respected in the borough of Redfern
where for a number of years the
owner of it has been one of the most
prominent citizens. Born at Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, England,
in 1850^ at the age of thirty he
arrived in Sydney, and in the intervening years has quietly but successfully pushed his way to the front
rank. His father, John Gorton, a
japanner of Wolverhampton, placed
his son,after giving him such education as was in his power, with Mr.
John Collins, a chandelier manufacturer in that city, and while in that
employ he gained an experience
that was in later years to be useful.
Shortly after his arrival in Sydney

and from that time onward has
made steady but substantial pro
gress, having erected over 400
houses and shops in the city and
suburbs. Twelve years of constant
work had established his reputation
and the ratepayers then made manifest their confidence by electing
him to a seat at the municipal
council, the members of which have
chosen him on two occasions to
occupy the mayoral chair. A further
mark of honour was placed upon
him in 1902 when he was appointed
a Justice of the Peace. All the
movements in the cause of charity
and social functions connected with
the borough Mr. Gorton has not
only been closely identified with, but
a prime mover. The Bowling Club
has had in him an enthusiastic
member, and he has on three occasions occupied the position of
president. Apart from the claims
of his business and his duties in the
borough, Mr. Gorton is a Waltonian,
whose spare hours are spent in
the delightful surroundings of Port
Hacking, from whose waters he has

MR, C. GORTON.

drawn many good hauls, which have
provided him with many hours of
exciting and recuperating sport.
On a beautiful site at Yowie Bay he
has built a handsome villa where his
family delight to spend the hottest
days in summer. His interest in
the question of fish supply is so
keen that he has accepted an appointment as honorary inspector of
fisheries.
Mr. Gorton married,
after his arrival in the State, Miss
May Paterson, of Leichhardt

ALDERMAN JOHN FRANK COX,
second son of Mr. H. F. Cox, of
Portsmouth, was born at Portsmouth, south of England, on the
9th October, 1875. He was edu-

Sydney,

Hubert Newman.

MR.

J. F.

COX.

cated at St. George's College, situate
in his native city, and in the year
1887 came to Australia with his
parents. Shortly after his arrival
he entered the office of Dr. R. M.
Sly, barrister, now K.C., and,
after spending twelve months in
the doctor's service, he entered the
office of the well-known firm of
solicitors, &c, &c, viz., Messrs.
Norton, Smith, Westgarth & Company, now styled Messrs. Norton,
Smith & Co. Mr. Cox remained
with this firm for five }^ears, when
he was offered a position with
Messrs. Stephen, Jaques & Stephen,
of O'Connell Street, Sydney, in
whose office he has been for the
past twelve years, and now holds a
responsible position. The subject
of this sketch takes a great interest
in athletic sports, principally of an
aquatic nature, having won no less
than eighty races, including two
championships, viz., 100 yards, Eastern Suburbs, and the 100 yards
championship of the Waverley
Swimming Club as recently as the
8th of February, 1902. Mr. Cox
was also for five years running one
of the Waverley Swimming Club's
champion team, which won on
each occasion the club championship of the great eastern district—a
record which proves beyond a doubt

630

THE CYCLOPEDIA OF NEW SOUTH WALES

M R . T H O M A S R O B E R T directors. This is the largest steam
navigation company belonging absoALLT, J.P., the third son of Thomas
lutely to New South Wales. He is
Allt, Merchant, " The Baltic," Lonalso chairman of directors of the
don, Chairman as well as Managing
South British Insurance Co., and
Director of the North Coast Steam
chairman and director of the Assets
Navigation Co. Ltd., arrived in
Sydney in the early fifties, and in Realisation Co. This position he has
the year 1856 laid the foundations occupied since 1896. Mr. Allt is also
of that extensive business afterwards one of the directors of the Sydney
so familiar throughout Australia as Hospital, and principal founder of the
Allt & Co., wine and spirit mer- Balmain Bowling Ground Co. He
chants, brewers and general mer- has always taken a lively interest in
chants. For some years Mr. Allt bowling, especially in the early popuconducted the business on his own ac- larising of the game with his old
count. His first headquarters were in friend, Mr. John Young, of AnnanGeorge Street, immediately opposite dale.
the site upon which the city hall now
MR. W I L L I A M GEORGE
stands. From George Street he
TODD,
Manager, Sydney Ferries
moved to more suitable premises in
York Street, and afterwards into Pitt Ltd., was born at Millers' Point,
Sydney, on June 29, 1859.
He
Street. In 1874 M r - A l l t admitted
Mr. Frederick Harper into partner- entered the service of the Hunter
ship. The firm, however, dissolved River New Steam Navigation Co. in
in.1879, and Mr. Allt again became December, 1871, as receipt clerk. In
sole proprietor. The following year .the following year he was promoted
a new partnership was formed when to the position of assistant import
Mr. William Henry Tullock joined
with Mr. Allt in the enterprise. For
many years the firm carried on business through all the Australian
colonies.! In 1888 the partnership
was dissolved and the interests disposed of. Mr. Allt for many years
has been identified with many leading
commercial and financial enterprises
of the city. He was for over twentytwo years consecutively chairman

J. Hubert Newman.
MR. W.

J. Hubert Newman
MR. T.

Sydney.
R.

ALLT.

of the board of directors of the
Clarence and Richmond River Steamship Co., which is now merged
into the North Coast Steam Navigation Co. Ltd., and of which he and
the Hon. Sir John See are managing

Sydney.
G.

TODD.

and export clerk, that of chief export
clerk on February 21, 1875, and
accountant in November, 1883. This
latter position he held until December
31, 1891, when the Hunter River
New Steam Navigation Co. as a
separate institution ceased on its
amalgamation with the Newcastle
Steamship Co. Ltd. He joined the
amalgamated companies, under the
title of the Newcastle and Hunter
River S.S. Co. Ltd., on January 1,
1892, as import officer, and held that
position until May 1, 1897, when he
received the appointment of traffic
superintendent of that company. In
December, 1899, he was offered and

accepted the position of manager of
Sydney Plenties Ltd., and entered
upon the duties of that office on
January 1, 1901.
CAPTAIN JOHN STRACHAN,
J.P., Navigator, Explorer, Author
and Pioneer Trader, was born in
Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1845, and
received his early education at

CAPTAIN J.

STRACHAN.

J.l\

St. Cyrus, near the seaport of Montrose. When eight years of age his
family removed to Kingston, on the
Thames, near London, and his education was continued at St. John's
Academy, Hampton Wick. From
early boyhood he was noted, for
his love of adventure and. liking
for the sea.
This tendency was
strongly discouraged by his parents,
who sent him to London to
learn engineering. But the lessons
did not accord with his tastes, and
he found his way to the Cape of
Good Hope instead, returning after
ten months' absence, when he was
allowed to adopt the sea as his profession. During the first two years
of the American civil war he was
engaged in the transport service
between New York, Baltimore and
Fortress Monro, and was in Hampden Road, where he saw the Confederate frigate " Yorktown " run
the blockade and escape under the
protection of rebel batteries. During
the excitement and by the action of
Commodore Wilkes in stopping the
R.M.S. ' ' Trent ' ' and taking prisoners Mason and Slade, the Confederate delegates, he thought it
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cranes and shipping appliances at a success. He was obliged to
the Carrington Dyke, where he re- weld the flues himself.
Mr.
mained for a number of year's. In Marsh has - also built a motor
1898 he founded one of the largest launch which he is able to
engineering works in the north, use either for business or pleawhere all his energies are now sure, and is among the first of
devoted, to supply the market with its kind, to be seen on the
his washing machines. Being of an Hunter. A life as strenuous and
inventive disposition he was con- full of stirring events might well
tinually engaged in improving point to the need for a long holimachinery, and his name is well day. This was sought, and the
known in all the patent offices in occasion turned • into a means of

R. F. Marsh's "Lily White" Washer

Marsh's Motor, coupled direct with Dynamo.

the world. Among the most successful of his inventions are—a feed
water-heater, a heater for domestic
purposes, a trigger bar for coal
hopper waggons, a steam motor or
turbine, a hydraulic hay-press, the
colonial-type boiler now in common
use, and the famous " Lilywhite "
washing machine, which has proved
a perfect success. He was the first
to introduce the Lancashire boiler
into New South Wales and make it

acquiring fresh knowledge and
new ideas, that on his return
could be made to add to the
business that had steadily followed
his efforts. After over thirty
years' residence in the colonies, he
toured the world, travelling through
America twice, and visiting England, Ireland and Scotland. In all
his travels he found no place like
his adopted homes, New Zealand
and New South Wales.
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MR. LEWIS MORRIS' large
Aerated Water and Cordial Factory,
between Elgin and Bulwer Streets,
with entrance from the last-named
street, forms a conspicuous landmark in West Maitland, as it can
be seen from all parts of the town,
while his carts bearing the aerated
waters and cordials are to be met
daily on the roads leading to
Cessnock, Mount Vincent, Kurri
Kurri, Branxton and other outlying places within a radius of
thirty miles of Maitland. Mr. Morris
was born at sea on the 22nd April,
1856, and the following month, on
the completion of their voyage from
the old country, his parents came
up to the Maitland district, so that
he is almost a native of the Hunter.
After some years in the building
and contracting trade, Mr. Morris
purchased the present business over
seventeen years, which in his hands
has steadily increased ; but now
that his son, who has been assisting
his father for over six years, is able
to assume control of the management, Mr. Morris, sen., can devote
more time to municipal and other
local matters in which he is interested. Like many of the old residents, Mr. Morris has always
taken an active part in any movement for furthering the interests of
the district or the assistance of some
deserving institution or other charitable object. For three years past
he has been an alderman of West
Maitland Municipal Council, but it
is in connection with the work of the
Volunteer Water Brigade during the
disastrous floods in. 1893 that Mr:
Morris' name will always fee remembered. The brigade comprised
over 150 men, of which Mr. Morris
was captain, with nine boats, and
it was due to the pluck of this grand
body of men that so many lives were
saved that, but of their exertions,
would have been lost. Sir George
Dibbs, then Premier of the State,
with a Ministerial party, returning
from a northern trip, were flood
bound at Farley, where they were
met by Captain Morris with his
brigade and conveyed, first to West
Maitland, and then throughout the
district, so that for the time being it
was in Mr. Morris' power to completely "wreck the Ministry."
Athletics and sport of all descriptions have always found a warm
supporter in Mr. Morris, and he is
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All Archive CD Books products can be navigated easily using the handy bookmarks on each CD.
The table of contents in most original books, and the original book index where it exists, can
provide additional ways of finding the information required.
Searching Text on Archive CD Books Australia CDs

Optical Character Recognition (OCR) technology has been developing over the years as a useful
mechanism to convert images (as Archive CD Books pages are) into text which can be searched.
The quality of the OCR can still vary, and hence the searchability can vary. Around 95% or 99% of
the words in books with good type are searchable—or even higher with very good type.
OCR is now a wonderful searching aid in many instances
but there is still no substitute for reading the book!
Different Versions of Adobe Acrobat Reader

Adobe Acrobat Reader 4 or later should be used. Adobe Reader 6 (as it is now named) in fact has
considerably better searching options and is recommended.
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(that are searchable) work with the *FIND* tool
• Acrobat Reader v5 has only a “Find” tool (not a “search” tool). Our CDs (that are searchable) work with the
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• Adobe Reader v6 has only a “Search” tool (not a tool labelled “Find”). HOWEVER — what is called “Search” is
the same as the tool that used to be called “Find” Our CDs (that are searchable) work with the *SEARCH* tool

Tips For Searching and Getting More From the CD Books
• update to Adobe Reader 6 for more versatile searching options, including the ability to bring up a list of all
instances of the word you are searching for — across multiple files on a single CD in a single search request.
• enter the MINIMUM number of characters needed to bring up the search results required.
• use Adobe Reader 6 to do some trial searches to try to identify the characters that may be misread. These can show
up in the extra text in the search results list (Adobe 6 only). A few minutes trial will help you to avoid using
characters that are more prone to being misread, e.g. try entering “rederi” if you want “Frederick”, but find that the
letters “F” “c” and “k” are sometimes misread.
• use the “Match whole word” option to eliminate unnecessary items in your results list, e.g. to eliminate all the
blacksmiths and tinsmiths etc when you only want the name Smith.
• use the “Match case” option to eliminate all the occupations “smith” if you only want the name “Smith”.
• don’t just search for names. Search the book for other names, places and subjects of interest:
› look for others of the same name
› look for others who lived in the same place or street
› who was the postmaster or police officer in the town?
› how often and at what time did the coach arrive in town?
› what churches were there and what time were services held?
› what other activities were there in the community?
› look for others who had the same occupation of other interests
• all of this and more may be available in a seemingly mundane book such as a directory. You can learn much of the
background of life at the time, even if your ancestor is not listed there.
• Many CDs have only one file, but some have the book content spread over several files. Adobe Reader normally searches
in the file that is open at the time. If you wish to search ALL files at once choose the "All PDF documents in" option and
select the CD drive or directory the files are in—Adobe Reader 6 only.
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