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THE CYCLOPEDIAOF FIJI.
GEOGRAPHICAL.
THE

FIJIAN

ARCHIPELAGO-ITS

GEOGRAPHICAL.

POSITION,

1`HE Fijian Archipelago, comprising, amongst others
what was named by Tasman
'' Prince William's
Islands and Heeniskirk's
Shoals,"
may be found on
the map of the world about thirty degrees of longitude,
or i,6oo miles, east of the northern part of the Australian continent, and forms a connecting link between
the abodes of the Malayan and Papuan races which

occupies an ocean surface of between iio,ooo
and
120,000 square miles. It is one of the most important
of the many groups of islands of the vast Pacific, and
which are included in the general terns of Polynesia.
In later years these wonderful clusters of islands have
been more precisely and accurately
classified into
Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia.
Melanesia comprehends the great island of New Guinea with the
islands which lie to the east and south-east of it. These
include the Bismarck and Solomon groups, the New
Hebrides, New Caledonia and the Fiji Islands.
Some
geographers, however, are disposed to place the Fijis
0"

"•
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A Glimpse

inhabit the widely-spread Polynesia.
Many ways have
been adopted in writing the names of these islands.
Beetee, Feegee, Feejee, Feigee, Fidgee, Fidschi, Fiji,
Vitri, Viji and Viti are, amongst
others,
forms
favoured by writers of the past.
Scattered
over an immense
area, limited
on the
north
by the island of Cikobia ; on the east by the
Argo and Reid reefs and Vatoa, or Turtle
Island ; on
the south
by Tuvana-i-colo,
Tuvana-i-ra
and
the
Kadavu
isles ; and on the west by Hudson
Islands
and the insular
outpost
of Viwa,
this
archipelago

r

of Suva.

in the Polynesian
division, in its more restricted
sense ;
principally
on the grounds
that the larger and more
intelligent
section of the Fijian race are of affinity with
the people of the Friendly
and. Navigator
groups and
their adjacent
islands.
The Alaoris of New Zealand
are likewise included in this same division of the human
family.
But there are several grounds
for condemning
this
classification
as erroneous.
Geologically
considered,
these groins
are different.
Their inhabitants
also belong
to two distinct
types,
having
between
them a.; much difference
as between
a Red Indian
and
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of life, beyond eating, answering
his priest, and changing his positions
from one side to the other.
There are
points in this account
of his earthly
existence
which
remind one of Cronos, of Grecian mythology.
To this
deity the Fijians
believed
that the spirit went immediately
after death, for purification
or to receive sentence.
From his tribunal
it was supposed
to return
and haunt the bure in the vicinity
of its former
mortal
abode.
But it was not permitted
for all spirits
to
reach the judgment-seat
of Degei, for upon the road it
was supposed
that an enormous
giant,
armed with a
large axe, stood constantly
on the watch.
With this
weapon he endeavoured
to wound all who attempted
to
pass him.
Wounded
spirits
might not present
themselves to Degei, but were condemned
to a perpetual
wandering
in the mountains.
Whether
the spirit
was
wounded
or not depended
not upon the conduct
in its
earthly form, but it was ascribed to good luck.
The rank of the gods below Degei is not easily
settled,
as each district
contended
for superiority
of its
own divinity.
Some of the gods confined their attention to this earth, the higher presiding
over islands
and
districts,
and the rest over tribes
and families,
their
influence
never
reaching
beyond
their
own special
jurisdiction.
In the Pantheon
of the Fiji group Tokairabe and Tui Lakeba Radinadina
appear to stand
next
to Degei, being his sons.
These acted as mediators
between
their father
and inferior
spirits.
They were
supposed
to be stationed
in the form of men, at the
door of their father's
abode, where they received
and
transmitted
to him the supplications
of departed
souls.
The grandchildren
of Degei were third in rank, and
innumerable
in number.
Each had a peculiar
duty to
perform, generally
only local in effect, while their other
duties were as multifarious
as indescribable.
A fourth
class was made up of Degei's
poor and more distant
relations.
They exercised
a limited
jurisdiction
over
the different
provinces,
by whose priests
they were
respectivelyconsulted.

The
and the
pressions
Some of
monster
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personal
intercourse
with him seldom failed to produce
sooner or later, a more favourable
impression.
Once
he had overcome
his repugnance
the stranger
found
in the Fijian
much that was prepossessing.
He was
courteous,
though
inquisitive
; ostentatious
to impress
you with his importance,
while the next minute
he
might be compelled
to assume the position
of a serf ;
hospitable
to the extreme,
and at the same time regretting
your presence
and planning
your murder.

In appearance
the
Fijians
were generally
above
the middle
height
and well made,
exhibiting
a great
variety
of figure.
They
ex-

other gods were proud, covetous, revengeful,
subject of every base passion-monster
exof moral corruption, malicious and malignant.
them had a monster origin and assumed a
shape.

FIJIANS

AND THEIR

CUSTOMS-

To justly adjudge the Fijian heathen fifty years
ago some familiarity with him was necessary ; visitors
could only look upon him with prejudice . They knew
that his race had been long a scandal to humanity ;
they knew that , while on the one hand he had made
considerable progress in many of the useful arts,) on
the other hand he was in many respects the most barbarous savage upon the globe . First contact with
him, then , could not fail to be startling to the stranger,
fresh from highly civilised society and accustomed to
the well-clad companions of his voyage . He would
experience a strange , and not easily described , feeling
when first he saw a dark , stout, athletic and almost
naked cannibal , the weird influence of whose penetrating glance many had to acknowledge . To sensitive minds the Fijian was an object of disgust, but as
this feeling arose from his abominable practices only,

Cakobau-Tui

Viti.

ceeded
the white
race in average
stature,
but were
below
the
Tongans.
Corpulent
persons
were
not
common,
but large, powerful,
muscular
men abounded.
Most of them
had broad
chests
and strong,
sinewy
arms, and the prevailing
stoutness
of limb and shortness of neck was at once conspicuous.
The head
was
often covered
by a mass of black hair, having an apparent
consistency
of half wool, half hair, and resembling that of the Cafoozos
of South
America.
This
` ` mop '' was frizzled and bushy, sometimes
encroaching on the forehead
and joined by whiskers
to a thick
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isle of Vatoa, and cruelly ill-treated the people and
wantonly
destroyed
their property.
Waiting for a
fair breeze, he despatched four canoes, with a hundred
piratical warriors, to await him at Ono. They were
never heard of again.
When the fair wind sprang up
he started in person, and though he actually sighted
Ono, the wind shifted, and he was blown far to leeward.
The breeze freshening, the canoes and all aboard were
in imminent danger.
Almost by a miracle they escaped
and returned to Lakeba, when the King sent to Mr.
Calvert the feast which, in his hour of danger, he had
vowed to his gods, and prayed that his words of warning might never follow him again.
On Mr. Calvert
reaching Ono he found a large proportion of the people
living genuine Christian lives, and having baptised
upwards of two hundred, and married sixty-six couples,
he left them greatly cheered by his visit.
Shortly
afterwards the heathen people of Ono attacked their
Christian neighbours.
A civil war lasted for several
weeks, which resulted in the complete defeat of the
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in having secured the patronage
of the King of Tonga
in their enterprise,
who sent with them an ambassador
conveying
a present to the King of Lakeba, Tui Nayau,
together
with a message
urging that the missionaries
should
be well received.
The King
of Tonga
also
emphasised
the benefits he and his people
had enjoyed
from the presence and teaching
of these men.
Another
circumstance
which told in the missionaries'
favour
was the presence
in Lakeba
of a considerable
number
of Tongans
who had come in contact
with
Christian
teachings
before
leaving
their
own islands.
These
men had been sufficiently
long among the Fijians
to
acquire
their language,
and were in consequence
able
to render
the missionaries
much assistance
in their
intercourse
with the Lakebans.
The missionaries
soon
found,
however,
that
the alphabet
which they
had
arranged
at Tonga was defective.
After a full investigation
on the spot, additional
characters
were introduced
and the powers
of others
altered.
Thus the
Fijian
alphabet
of twenty-three
letters,
as it now

stands, answering admirably the requirements of the language, was finally constructed.
LAKEBA,

THE

CRADLE

OF

FIJIAN

CIVILISATION.

Lakeba
is an island
some
thirty
miles in circumference,
and at this time
was a place of considerable
importance.
It then
contained
no less than
eight
native towns of more than ordinary
size,
as Fijian
towns
then went, with three
Tongan
settlements
on its coasts;
altogether
there
was at the time
of the
arrival
of Messrs. Cargill
and Cross a
population
on the island of no less than
4,000 souls.

Government

House,

Suva.

heathens.
To their astonishment
their lives were
spared and they were all freely pardoned by the victors, a course which naturally inclined them to respect
the religion which taught such mercy.
Consequently
when Mr. Williams visited Ono in 1842 he found that
out of the five hundred inhabitants
only three persons
were still nominally heathen, and these became Christians ere long. Three years later, when Mr. Calvert
touched at the isle, all the population were in a condition of religious fervour, intensely earnest, yet withal calm and sensible.
It was like a story of the early
days of the Church-this
flood of light that had been
poured on these men and women and their wholehearted acceptance of it.
THE

ARRIVAL

OF

THE

FIRST
IN

WESLEYAN

MISSIONARIES

LAKEBA.

On October 12th, 1835, Messrs. Cargill and Cross
with their families arrived in Lakeba, the principal
island of the Windward group. They were fortunate

On the first Sabbath, six days after
their arrival in the ` ` Blackbird,"
the
missionaries opened their commission by
preaching
twice out of doors, in the
Tongan tongue, to a congregation
of
about
15o Tongans
and
Fijians,
amongst
them being the King, Tui
Nayau.
At the outset their efforts were hindered by
a section of the Tongans, who leading an easy, idle,
licentious life, were courted by the chiefs to secure
their help in war and the service of their canoes for
the transmission
of property.
Before the commencement of the new year the missionaries found themselves possessed of a chapel, built for them by the
King, with a regular congregation of nearly two hundred persons, and a school started for pupils of all
ages. On March 20th, 1836, they baptised
the first
converts made in Fiji -a batch of thirty-one adults,
principally
Tongans,-and
the same afternoon
the
rite was administered
to twenty-three
children, the
offspring of these Christians.
It would be impossible
to narrate here, step by step, the progress of the missionaries, to recount the checks administered,
all the
privations
they endured, the losses they sustained,
the bereavements
they suffered, the risks they ran,
and the dangers they escaped in pursuing their noble,
self-sacrificing work among a treacherous cannibalistic
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that date, more than fiftyyears ago, the Methodist
denomination
has carried
on its splendid
work-the
redemption
of a race.
The principal
proportion
of the
education
of the Fijian population
is still in the hands
of that church.
RO\I. N

CATHOLIC

MISSION'.

.Nine years after the Wesleyan
missionaries
had
obtained
a footing on Lakeba,
the Catholic mission was
first founded
in Fiji in 1844.
In August of that year
the Rev. Fathers
Breheret
and Roulleau,
of the Society
of Mary, from the city of Lyons,
France,
landed
at
Namuka
island,
about thirty
miles from Lakeba,
and
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hearted,
encountered
exceptional
opposition
during
the seven years he remained
at Lakeba,
an opposition
carried at times to the lengths of inhumanity.
In his
diary of the events of these first years he tells of the
priests'
extreme
poverty
and utter
destitution
of
anything
approaching
comfort.
They had no medicine
or means to procure any.
With the barest of resources
at their disposal they could afford nothing
European
and being left alone for several years, with nothing
to
barter,
they had to dispense
with the necessary
garments.
Their treatment
at the hands of natives
supposed to be converted
was even worse than the annoyances and indignities
occasionally
heaped
upon them

s

CHIP

Suva in 188o.

after remaining
there sufficiently
long to discover
the
unsuitability
of the situation
for establishing
a centre
from which to direct
operations,
they crossed
over to
Lakeba
and immediately
secured
a footing
on that
island.
Misfortune
attended
their efforts at the outset.
Pere Roulleau,
a savant
of great capacity
and much
zeal, contracted
a severe
illness,
which in the end
denied him the possibility
of renewing
his missionary
labours
and compelled
him to return
home.
Father
Breheret,
left for some time after his co-worker's
departure
entirely
del-endent
on his own resources,
under
circumstances
that would have daunted
the most stout-

by irate
heathens.
One day a chief who had lotu'd
forbids his subjects
to give them food, though
they are
suffering
the pangs of hunger ; another
day a tempting
present of meat is brought
to them, which turns out to
be human
flesh, and with the discovery
the prospects
of a substantial
meal vanish.
Whilst
they are away
on mission
work their
garden,
planted
and tended
with their own hands, is robbed and destroyed
; their
house is broken into, and such few working
articles as
they possess
are taken
away.
When
restitution
is
sought
insult and ill-treatment
await them.
In spite
of all this the Marists
struggled
on, with nothing
to

Getting around this CD
NAVIGATING ARCHIVE CD BOOKS CDs
All Archive CD Books products can be navigated easily using the handy bookmarks on each CD.
The table of contents in most original books, and the original book index where it exists, can provide additional
ways of finding the information required.
SEARCHING TEXT ON ARCHIVE CD BOOKS AUSTRALIA CDs
Optical Character Recognition (OCR) technology has been developing over the years as a useful mechanism to
convert images (as Archive CD Books pages are) into text which can be searched.
The quality of the OCR can still vary, and hence the searchability can vary. Around 95% or 99% of the words in
books with good type are searchable—or even higher with very good type.
OCR is now a wonderful searching aid in many instances
but there is still no substitute for reading the book!

DIFFERENT VERSIONS OF ADOBE ACROBAT READER
Adobe Acrobat Reader 4 or later should be used. Adobe Reader 6 (as it is now named) in fact has considerably
better searching options and is recommended.
•
•
•

Acrobat Reader v4 has both a "Find" and a "Search" tool. Those tools are two *totally* different things.
Our CDs (that are searchable) work with the *FIND* tool
Acrobat Reader v5 has only a "Find" tool (not a "search" tool). Our CDs (that are searchable) work with
the *FIND* tool.
Adobe Reader v6 has only a "Search" tool (not a tool labelled "Find")
HOWEVER — what is called "Search" is the same as the tool that used to be called "Find" Our CDs (that
are searchable) work with the *SEARCH* tool

TIPS FOR SEARCHING AND GETTING MORE FROM THE CD BOOKS
• update to Adobe Reader 6 for more versatile searching options, including the ability to bring up a list of all
instances of the word you are searching for — across multiple files on a single CD in a single search
request.
• enter the MINIMUM number of characters needed to bring up the search results required.
• use Adobe Reader 6 to do some trial searches to try to identify the characters that may be misread. These
can show up in the extra text in the search results list (Adobe 6 only). A few minutes trial will help you to
avoid using characters that are more prone to being misread, e.g. try entering "rederi" if you want
"Frederick", but find that the letters "F" "c" and "k" are sometimes misread.
• use the "Match whole word" option to eliminate unnecessary items in your results list, e.g. to eliminate all
the blacksmiths and tinsmiths etc when you only want the name Smith
• use the "Match case" option when you want to eliminate all the occupations "smith" if you only want the
name "Smith"
• Don’t just search for names. Search the book for other names, places and subjects of interest:
- look for others of the same name
- look for others who lived in the same place or street
- who was the postmaster or police officer in the town?
- how often and at what time did the coach arrive in town?
- what churches were there and what time were services held?
- what other activities were there in the community?
- look for others who had the same occupation of other interests
• All of this and more may be available in a seemingly mundane book such as a directory. You could learn or
write much of the background of life at the time, even if your ancestor is not listed there.
ADOBE ACROBAT SEARCHING IS A WONDERFUL FIRST FINDING AID.
BUT DO NOT RELY ON IT TO PICK UP ALL THE INFORMATION YOU WANT

